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for good in our community for nearly a cen-
tury. We wish them well in the coming years 
and consider our community fortunate to have 
them among us. 

The Quran 7:199 teaches, ‘‘Show Forgive-
ness, Enjoin Kindness, Avoid Ignorance.’’ 
Yehia ‘‘John’’ Shousher has spent his life on 
this earth demonstrating this message through 
word and deed. His legacy is writ large in his 
faith community, his family, the land of his 
birth and our region. 

We celebrate with Yehia as he reaches this 
milestone birthday of his 90th year. We take 
this moment to thank him for all he has done 
for so many in our community, for his leader-
ship, for his efforts to promote mutual under-
standing and tolerance of diverse cultures and 
foster acceptance of our differences. Best 
wishes to both John and Emney as he cele-
brates this special milestone. 

f 
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Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the military service of Major 
Charles Appleberry of Flat River, Missouri. 
Major Appleberry was a medical doctor who 
enlisted in the Army on May 26, 1942 and 
served until his discharge on January 29, 
1946. 

As a member of the Army Medical Corps, 
he served in the South Pacific during World 
War II. He saved many lives, but one par-
ticular surgery is recounted in the Chillicothe 
Constitution-Tribune on November 1, 1944. It 
tells of how Dr. Appleberry removed a live 
Japanese 20 millimeter shell from the chest of 
Private Jackie Miles on the island of Leyte in 
The Philippines. The newspaper account ex-
plains how the doughboy clung to life, ‘‘un-
aware that the group of tense medics were 
risking their lives to save him.’’ The article 
states how Major Appleberry firmly grasped 
the shell, removed it and safely lifted it to a 
tray for careful disposal. 

After the war, Dr. Appleberry returned to St. 
Francois County to resume his medical career 
at the Farmington State Hospital and Bonne 
Terre Hospital until his death in 1984. 

Those who knew the doctor join with VFW 
Post No. 5741 in Leadington today to honor 
him for his 55-year career as a physician both 
at home and at war. I join them in recognizing 
Dr. Appleberry today before the United States 
House of Representatives. 
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Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Warren B. 
Roland for his 50 years of service as a Fu-
neral Director in Atlantic, Iowa. Warren was 
recently honored at the 137th Annual Iowa Fu-
neral Directors Association Convention. 

Warren grew up in Atlantic where his father 
was a Funeral Director who served as a Presi-

dent of the Iowa Funeral Directors Associa-
tion. He admired his father’s dedication to his 
profession and to his community, which 
helped influence his decision to pursue a ca-
reer as a funeral director. Warren is a 1966 
graduate of the University of Minnesota and is 
co-owner of Roland Funeral Home in Atlantic. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend and congratulate 
Warren for his many years of dedicated and 
devoted service to Atlantic, Iowa and the sur-
rounding area. Warren and his staff make a 
difference by helping and serving others in a 
time of need. It is with great honor that I rec-
ognize him today. I ask that my colleagues in 
the United States House of Representatives 
join me in congratulating him for his out-
standing service in the funeral industry and in 
wishing him nothing but continued success. 
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Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr. Speaker, 
during consideration of the National Defense 
Authorization Act of fiscal year 2018 on July 
13, 2017, my good friend and colleague Mr. 
NADLER of New York introduced an amend-
ment to strike section 1022 of the bill prohib-
iting the use of funds for transfer or release of 
individuals detained at Guantanamo Bay to 
the United States. Though I supported the 
amendment, I erroneously casted a NO vote 
(Roll Call Vote No. 359); I intended to vote 
AYE. 

I want to make it clear that I support my col-
league from New York’s amendment and any 
other measure that leads to closing the deten-
tion centers at Guantanamo Bay. Guantanamo 
Bay is a stain on American values of justice 
and due process. Since joining Congress, I 
have signed onto many pieces of legislation to 
close the facility. In a previous defense appro-
priation, I voted for an amendment by Mr. 
NADLER to prohibit funds to be used to ren-
ovate and expand the facility at Guantanamo 
Bay along with supporting an amendment to 
close the detention facility that was introduced 
by Representative Mr. SMITH of Washington. 
Yesterday, I voted for another amendment in-
troduced by Mr. NADLER to close the facility. 

I appreciate the opportunity to clarify my 
record and to reassure my constituents that I 
maintain my opposition to the continuing oper-
ations of the detention centers at Guantanamo 
Bay. 
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Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize an outstanding individual, Mr. Charles 
E. ‘‘Charlie’’ Wilson, of Carlisle, Kentucky, for 
his distinguished military service during World 
War II. Mr. Wilson, a part of the greatest gen-
eration, served our nation in the United States 
Army. 

Mr. Wilson was just eighteen years old 
when he registered for the draft and became 

a member of the United States Army in 1943, 
where he served until the end of the war. He 
was assigned to the 4th Infantry Division just 
five days before the D-Day invasion of Nor-
mandy. 

After clearing Utah Beach, the 4th Infantry 
Division was sent to liberate Cherbourg. Mr. 
Wilson served as a forward observer, keeping 
the infantry safe. During his second rotation to 
the front, he was injured badly by German 
shells. The injury left him paralyzed for fifteen 
days. To this day, Mr. Wilson suffers from pain 
from this injury. 

Mr. Wilson returned to his unit and became 
a tank driver for the rest of the war. On Au-
gust 25, 1944, Wilson’s 19th birthday, he 
helped liberate the city of Paris. During the 
battle of Hurtgen Forest, Mr. Wilson was in-
jured again. He was found half-buried, uncon-
scious, and bleeding. He was treated and re-
joined the effort. The Army went on to free all 
of France and kept pushing the Germans until 
the war was won. As the end of the war 
neared, in April 1945, Mr. Wilson helped to 
identify the Dachau Concentration Camp, sav-
ing the lives of many Jewish people. 

After the war, Mr. Wilson returned home 
and became an educator. He served as Prin-
cipal of Nicholas County Elementary School. 
He has spoken to numerous school classes 
about his war experiences. 

Mr. Wilson was invited by the French Gov-
ernment to Normandy in 2014 for the 70th An-
niversary of D-Day. He returned in 2015 for 
his third trip to France, where he was awarded 
the Legion of Honor. Mr. Wilson spoke at the 
event and his words are recorded in the 
French archives. 

The bravery of Mr. Wilson and his fellow 
men and women of the United States Army is 
heroic. Because of the courage of individuals 
from Nicholas County and from all across our 
great nation, our freedoms have been saved 
for our generation and for future generations. 
He is truly an outstanding American, a patriot, 
and a hero to us all, 
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Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
call attention to the growing national security 
risk to our overseas military facilities posed by 
the Russian Federation. 

For the last three years, we have watched 
with alarm as Putin’s Russia has adopted an 
aggressive and adversarial posture towards 
the U.S. and our allies. Putin armed the so- 
called separatists in eastern Ukraine. He ag-
gressively annexed Crimea. He is intervening 
in the Syrian Civil War on the side of a brutal 
dictator. He blatantly threatens allied nations 
in Europe and close to home we know he 
used cyber weapons to destabilize our demo-
cratic process. Moscow’s hostility to our inter-
ests grows stronger and more apparent by the 
day. 

The military dimension of Russia’s strategy 
is obvious and you can see it covered in the 
nightly news. What is less obvious however is 
the non-military aspect of Russia’s national 
strategy. Today one of the most serious 
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